PROFESSIONAL OFFICER COURSE EARLY RELEASE PROGRAM

· Active Duty airmen who can complete all degree and commissioning requirements within two academic years.

· May apply for early release from the Air Force to enter the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corp (ROTC).

· Your academic pursuit may include undergraduate, graduate or a combination of undergraduate and graduate courses.

· Airmen selected for the professional Officer course Early Release Program (POC-ERP) are separated from active duty and attend college full time.

· Upon satisfactory completion of the program, the airmen are commissioned as second lieutenants and returned to active duty for at least four years.

· Citizenship:  Be a U.S.Citizen

· Meet age requirements:  Applicants must be commissioned, and enter active duty before age 35.

· Active Duty Requirement:  one year of continuous active duty

· Station Requirement:  Have a year on the base from which you’re applying (Waiver able).

· Recommendation of Commander.

· GPA Requirement: Must be at least 2.00.

· Be admitted to a college that has an ROTC program.

· Financial Statement: demonstrating resources to pay college living expense and health care protection.

· Policies and procedures are the same as the ASCP.

· POC-ERP packages have no application deadlines.

· POC-ERP packages are sent directly to HQ AFROTC for consideration.

· Once selected the airmen is released from active duty and enlisted into the Air Force Obligated Release Section not earlier than thirty days before classes start.

· Members of the Professional Officers Corp will receive a $200.00 monthly nontaxable allowance during the academic year.

· Members enrolled in a veteran’s benefits program (GI Bill or Veterans Education Assistance Program) retain eligibility if fully vested in time and funds, (must have 30-36 of active military service).

· Members are also eligible to receive the POC Incentive which currently provides $3000.00 per year towards tuition and $450.00 per year towards textbooks

· There are various students loans, grants and scholarships available to cadets in the Air Force ROTC program from Universities or other organizations 

· Active-Duty military benefits are not available to you while enrolled in the Air Force ROTC other than BX privileges while attending an AFROTC summer training program.
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